This Loon trajectory will be examined in more detail.
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The Problem
Verification of global data assimilation system (DAS) output fields by independent observations insures the quality of these products for scientific studies and can highlight the need for additional observations to improve the quality. This is especially important for middle atmosphere winds where there are few "in situ" observations available to constrain the DAS. Here we use constant pressure balloon derived winds to evaluate the lower stratospheric winds in the NASA GEOS DAS.
Loon Balloons
Goal: launch and maintain a fleet of balloons to provide Internet coverage to users on the ground. 
Methodology

NASA GMAO MERRA-2 Data Assimilation System
Two Experiments: 
